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You can learn all you want about our elected Legislators and their proposed bills at these 
websites:  www.FLSenate.gov and www.myFloridaHouse.gov 
 

HB 741 / SB 1024: Net Metering 

This bill would require the Public Service Commission to revise the current energy rate / payback 

structure for customers with solar power systems so that the power companies don’t have to buy back solar 

power from them at the same rates in use today.  (The “Net Meter” monitors how much power each 

customer is drawing from the grid, and how much solar energy is being bought back by the power 

company, hence the ‘net’ amount of energy you are billed for each month.) 

Why you should care: This one is simple economics – the power company wants to reduce the financial 

incentive for customers to install solar power systems.  If enacted, this legislation would indeed make the 

economic case for installing a solar power system on your house a less attractive option. 

Talking Points: 

• If the power companies are allowed to reduce the payback rate for solar energy, fewer people will install 

the solar power systems on their houses.  This is a bad result for our environment. 

• We need to continue programs that make it more costly to use fossil fuels – not phase those programs 

out. 

• The legislation is written to make the case that non-solar energy customers are subsidizing the rates of 

those with Net Meter power systems.  This can only be true if the power companies spread costs across 

all customers, which they don’t have to do.  Each customer class is clearly defined by those with Net 

Meters and those with standard meters.  It’s an argument by misdirection. 

What can I do? 

• Contact your representatives in the Florida House and Senate to voice your opposition to this bill. 

• Write a letter to the Editor of your favorite newspaper or make a posting to your social media account 

explaining your opposition to this bill. 

References:  

HB 741: Net Metering, bill filed by Maclure (R) & Andrade (R) 

SB 1024: Renewable Energy Generation, bill Filed by Bradley (R) 

 

 

SB 280 / HB 403: Local Ordinances 
What it is: This broadly scoped bill will require the County Commission to prepare a ‘business impact’ 

analysis prior to enacting any new ordinances which may have an impact on the operation or profitability 

of a given business.  It would allow businesses to collect attorney fees, costs and damages from the County 
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following a court ruling that the new ordinance has had the defined negative impact on the operation of 

that business or has been ruled “arbitrary or unreasonable” in the eyes of the court. 

Why you should care:  The goal of this bill is to have a chilling effect on any County Commission when 

they are discussing the passage of a new ordinance that might have an impact on business profits.  For 

example, enacting an ordinance to protect certain wildlife or environmental areas from being paved over 

or destroyed by developers or an ordinance that says gun shops cannot sell assault rifles in our community.  

If the business can convince the court that their profits will be reduced by at least 15%, the court can 

prevent the ordinance from being enforced and can award fees & damages to the business – to be paid by 

the taxpayers in the County. 

Talking Points: 

• This is a pro-business / anti-citizen bill.  It is set up explicitly to shield businesses from any impact from 

ordinances enacted to protect things that a local community may care about, but could stand in the way 

of business profits. 

• This bill gives much more power over of our local laws & ordinances to the State in Tallahassee. 

• This is an example of Republicans’ hypocrisy in that they want to control all local areas of Florida from 

up in Tallahassee, but when the Federal Government passes laws that have an effect on the States, they 

cry about State’s rights and file lawsuits to stop the Federal legislation.  It illustrates that what 

Republicans really want is power and profits without regard to who or what gets hurt in that pursuit. 

What can I do? 

• Contact representatives in the Florida House and Senate to voice your opposition to this bill, and explain 

why. 

References:  

SB 280: Local Ordinances, Sen Hutson – R, Palm Coast area 

HB 403: Local Ordinances, Rep  

 

SB 524: Election Administration 
What it is: This bill is a cynical collection of methods and tactics, the goal of which is to make it harder to 

register to vote, harder to vote in each election, and to take away local control of the election process.  It 

gives new controls and authority to a newly created “Office of Election Crimes and Security” within 

Florida’s Dept. of State with offices in Tallahassee. 

Why you should care:  Among the many anti-voter provisions in this bill (too many to list here) are steps 

to make it more difficult to register new voters and introducing new fines & penalties on 3rd party groups 

(such as us) who work to register new voters and make any mistake in the process.   

It also contains a prohibition of Ranked Choice Voting and the revocation of any local ordinances 

authorizing ranked choice voting.   

It makes the vote by mail process more difficult and adds complicating steps which would make it easier to 

discard vote by mail ballots that don’t strictly comply. 

Talking Points: 
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• The new Office of Election Crimes and Security will be authorized to “look into” alleged violations of 

the election codes reported by anyone – not just law enforcement or election officials.  They will do this 

with “nonsworn” investigators with no mention of how these people would be trained or qualified. 

• We already have methods to report and enforce election laws.  Why do we need to create another State 

Office for this? 

• Ranked choice voting is an increasingly popular method whose goal is to make it easier for moderate 

candidates to be elected.  It specifically makes it less likely that a fringe candidate would make it to the 

top of the ballot. 

• The bill would make it more difficult to help register new voters by imposing new requirements on the 

filing of new voter registrations and imposing new fines and penalties for violations of the new code. 

What can I do? 

• Contact representatives in the Florida House and Senate to voice your opposition to this bill. 

• Contact the office of Senator Hutson to voice your opposition.  Office phone 386-446-7610, or use the 

email tool within the www.flsenate.gov website to send an email to his office. 

References:  

SB 524: Election Administration, Sen Hutson – R, Palm Coast area 

 

http://www.flsenate.gov/

	You can learn all you want about our elected Legislators and their proposed bills at these websites:  www.FLSenate.gov and www.myFloridaHouse.gov
	HB 741 / SB 1024: Net Metering
	SB 280 / HB 403: Local Ordinances
	Current Issues & Talking points
	SB 524: Election Administration

