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You can learn all you want about our elected Legislators and their proposed bills at these 
websites:  www.FLSenate.gov and www.myFloridaHouse.gov 
 

SB 214: Assault Weapons and Large-capacity 
Magazines 

This bill would prohibit the sale, transfer or possession of an assault weapon or a large capacity magazine 

and require certificates of possession for such items legally purchased before a specified date, along with 

several related provisions. 

Why you should care: There are literally too many examples to reference where a private citizen with a 

military style assault weapon has shot and killed multiple victims before law enforcement can control the 

situation.  Weapons like this are not designed for sport hunting, they are for killing enemy combatants as 

quickly as possible.  They should not be in the hands of private citizens and this bill would be a good step 

in preventing future sales. 

Talking Points: 

• Prime examples of why this bill should be enacted in to law: Kyle Rittenhouse in Kenosha, Wi; Marjory 

Stoneman Douglas High School, FL; Sandy Hook Elementary, CT; mass shootings in Boulder and 

Aurora, CO; mass shooting in Atlanta; mass shooting in Charlottesville; mass shooting in Las Vegas; 

shootings in Pulse nightclub, FL; and on and on… 

• Passing this bill will be almost impossible with a Republican legislature and governor, so get out the 

Democratic vote! 

What can I do? 

Contact your representatives in the Florida House and Senate to voice your support for these bills. 

Write a letter to the Editor of your favorite newspaper or make a posting to your social media account in 

support of this Bill. 

References:  

SB 214: General bill by Farmer, co-sponsored by Berman, Jones, Polsky, Cruz, Book, Stewart  

H 199: Filed by Smith 

 

Let our residents know they have a say on their roads and neighborhoods. 
 

Fix It Fast  
See a pothole or sight obstruction? Report it with the new Fix It Fast! As part of Mayor Jane Castor’s 

Transforming Tampa’s Tomorrow initiative, the new critical infrastructure response program focuses on 
delivering timely repairs within 72 hours after a report is filed.  

CURRENT ISSUES & TALKING POINTS 

http://www.flsenate.gov/
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/
https://tampagov.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=038fac74a635898dcd48dc423&id=a9a44fe76d&e=dd1b6451c9
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SB 828: Critical Infrastructure Standards and 
Procedures Act 
What it is: This is a rather ‘geeky’ bill with lots of technical definitions and references to computer 

operating systems.  To quickly paraphrase it, the bill would require owners and agencies that operate 

businesses and services defined as Critical Infrastructure to bring their operations into compliance with 

guidelines that make their business operation resilient to cybercrimes such as hacking and ransomware.  

There are penalties for non-compliance and there would be help from the State for those in compliance 

that become victims of crime. 

Why you should care:  Cybercrime is rampant, with both domestic and foreign perpetrators.  It is not 

going away; in fact, it is growing.  There are examples in the news virtually every day and the cost to us 

(citizens and taxpayers) is very high – including monetarily and in lost services. 

Talking Points: 

• A business or state agency that does not work to make its systems resistant to attack is operating on 

borrowed time – there are sophisticated attackers around the world continuously probing for targets. 

• Willful ignorance is not an excuse for proper preparation.  If (when) you are attacked, the cost of 

hardening your system will have been well spent. 

• This will require costly and time-consuming effort on the part of the Critical businesses and government 

agencies involved.  Many will protest, but as taxpayers and consumers, we must demand this step be 

taken.  Think of living on the Florida coastline without hurricane insurance, but with even greater 

consequences of loss. 

What can I do? 

• Contact representatives in the Florida House and Senate to voice your support of this bill. 

• Take a few minutes to learn about how to protect yourself and your business against cybercrime.  First, 

read this bill to understand more.  You can find it here www.FLSenate.gov 

References:  

SB 828: Critical Infrastructure, Sen Hutson – R, Palm Coast area 

http://www.flsenate.gov/
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